St Mark's C of E Aided Primary School
Promoting British Values Policy
The DfE have recently reinforced the need “to create and enforce a clear and rigorous expectation
on all schools to promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.”
Aims
Through our SMSC provision, St Mark’s aims to:
• enable students to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-confidence;
• enable students to distinguish right from wrong and to respect the civil and criminal law of
England;
• encourage students to accept responsibility for their behaviour, show initiative, and to understand
how they can contribute positively to the lives of those living and working in the locality of the
school and to society more widely;
• enable students to acquire a broad general knowledge of and respect for public institutions and
services in England;
• further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling students to acquire
an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures;
• encourage respect for other people; and
• encourage respect for democracy and support for participation in the democratic processes,
including respect for the basis on which the law is made and applied in England.
Knowledge and Understanding
We expect our pupils to gain the following knowledge and understanding:
• an understanding of how citizens can influence decision-making through the democratic process;
• an appreciation that living under the rule of law protects individual citizens and is essential for their
wellbeing and safety;
• an understanding that there is a separation of power between the executive and the judiciary, and
that while some public bodies such as the police and the army can be held to account through
Parliament, others such as the courts maintain independence;
• an understanding that the freedom to choose and hold other faiths and beliefs is protected in law;

• an acceptance that other people having different faiths or beliefs to oneself (or having none) should
be accepted and tolerated, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour;
and
• an understanding of the importance of identifying and combatting discrimination.
School Actions
At St Mark’s, these values are reinforced regularly in the following ways:
Democracy
The value of democracy is embedded within school life. The whole school have the opportunity to
have their voices heard through a number of avenues:





Children in all year groups have the opportunity to be selected for the School Council and
eco-committee. They complete application forms and produce campaign posters and speeches
Worships are held to explain the voting system and every child votes for their school council
and eco-committee representatives. Polling booths are borrowed from Basingstoke and Deane
Borough Council
Opportunities are also available for children to be Junior Road Safety Officers, Web Reps,
Internet Safety Surfers and RE Crusaders.

The Rule of Law
The importance of laws, whether they be those that govern the class, the school, or the country, are
consistently reinforced throughout regular school days, as well as when dealing with behaviour and
through school assemblies. Pupils are taught the value and reasons behind laws: that they govern and
protect us; that rules link with responsibilities; that there are consequences when laws or rules are
broken. This is reinforced through:











A whole school charter is in place. Classes then add to this to create a class-based charter
which is agreed and signed by all adults and children in that class.
A behaviour policy which is understood by all stakeholders
Fair play in PE, at break times and other activities
Taking part in competitions and tournaments at other schools
A PSHE policy which encourages taking turns and sharing fairly
Visitors in to school e.g. Fire Service discussing safety rules and what happens when rules
are broken
Year 6 annual trip to Think Safe where representatives of RNLI, Police, Fire, Trading
Standards and SDAS (Domestic Abuse) explain rules to the children and the consequences
when rules are broken
Worships focus on Christian values and reinforce the rule of law
RE themes such as ‘Justice’ covered in Year 6

Individual Liberty
Within school, pupils are actively encouraged to make choices, knowing that they are in a safe and
supportive environment. As a school we educate and provide boundaries for young pupils to make
choices safely through the provision of a safe environment and empowering education. Pupils are
encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advise how to
exercise these safely e.g. through our E-Safety and PSHE lessons. In addition we promote:




RRR values and a knowledge of those rights and responsibilities
Our Achievement Points system by celebrating both individual and group achievements.
A wide range of clubs to choose from. Through Pupil Premium, we ensure each child is able
to choose and access.

Mutual Respect
As a Rights Respecting School, our school ethos and behaviour policy has revolved around our Core
Christian Values: FAITH, FORGIVENESS, HOPE and LOVE.
Respect is at the heart of our ethos which is demonstrated in the following ways:










Respecting differences e.g. languages, children from other countries
Wall displays promoting RRR values
Respecting each other through listening, sharing and being polite
Appreciating individual effort with praise, achievement points and certificates to take home
Year 6 taking on responsibilities e.g. guinea pig care
Having very close links with Immanuel Church.
Remembrance Day Worships
Circle time to listen and share what we are proud of or concerned about.
Valuing our PSHE curriculum to complement British Values

Tolerance of those of Different Faiths and Beliefs
This is achieved through enhancing pupils’ understanding of their place in a culturally diverse
society and by giving them opportunities to experience such diversity. Assemblies and discussions
are supported by learning especially in RE and PSHE. To further embed this we:




Deliver worships based on our strong Christian ethos
Promote listening to each other and valuing others’ opinions
Support charities around the world e.g. Supporting another school in Ghana
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