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The Enormous Crocodile crept over to a place
where there were a lot of coconut trees.

He knew that children from the town often came
here looking for coconuts. The trees were too tall for
them to climb, but there were always some coconuts
on the ground that had fallen down.

The Enormous Crocodile quickly collected all the
coconuts that were lying on the ground. He also
gathered together several fallen branches.

“Now for Clever Trick Number One! " he whispered
to himself “It won't be long before | am eating the
first part of my lunch!”
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“Ho-ho!" he said, talking aloud to himself. “Ha-ha!
That walk through the jungle has made me hungrier
than ever One child isn't going to be nearly enough
for me today. I won't be full up until I've eaten at least
three juicy little children!”

He started to creep forward toward the town.



He took all the coconut branches and held them be-

tween his teeth ‘
He grasped the coconuts in his front paws. Then he
stood straight up in the air, balancing himself on his

tail.

He had arranged the branches and the coconuts so
cleverly that he now looked exactly like a small co-
conut tree standing among all the big coconut trees.

Soon, two children came along. They were brother
and sister The boy was called Toto. His sister was

called Mary. Thev walked around looking for fallen
coconuts, but they couldn’t find any because the
Enormous Crocodile had gathered them all up

“Oh look!"” cried Toto. “That tree over there is much
smaller than the others! And it's full of coconuts! |
think I could climb that one quite easily if you help
me up the first part.”

Toto and Mary ran toward what they thought was
the small coconut tree.

The Enormous Crocodile peered through the
branches, watching them as they came closer and
closer. He licked his lips. He began to dribble with
excitement

Suddenly there was a tremendous whooshing noise.
It was Humpy-Rumpy the Hippopotamus. He came
crashing and snorting out of the jungle His head was
down low and he was galloping at a terrific speed.

“Look out, Toto!" shouted Humpy-Rumpy. “Look
out, Mary! That's not a coconut tree! It's the Enor-
mous Crocodile and he wants 1o eat you up!”
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Humpy-Rumpy charged straight at the Enormous
Crocodile. He caught him with his giant head and
sent him tumbling and skidding over the ground

"Ow-eccee!” cried the Crocodile, “Help! Stop!
Where am 17

Toto and Mary ran back to the town as fast as they
could.

Do you ithink ithe Enormous
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But crocodiles are tough. It iz difficult for even a
hippopotamus to hurt them

The Enormous Crocodile picked himself up and
crept toward the place where the children's play-
ground was,

“Now for Clever Trick Number Two!" he said to
himself “This one is certain to work!"
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There were no children in the playground at that
moment. They were all in school.

The Enormous Crocodile found a big log and
placed 1t in the middle of the playground. Then he lay
across the log and tucked in his feet so that he looked
almost exactly like a seesaw.

When school was over, the children all came run-
ning into the playground.

“Oh look!" they cried. “We've got! a new seesaw!”

They all crowded around, shouting with excite-

ment.




“I'll go first!™

“I'll get on the other end!”

“I want to go first!”

“So do [! Sodo I'”

Then, a girl who was older than the others said,
“It's rather a funny knobbly sort of a seesaw, isn't it?
Do vou think it'll be sale to sit on'”

“Of course 1t will!” the others sad. "It looks strong
as anything!”

The Enormous Crocodile opened one eve just a iny
bit and watched the children who were crowding
around him. Soon, he thought, one of them is going to
sit on my head. then [ will give a jerk and a snap, and
after that it will be yum yum yumi

At that moment, there was a flash of brown and
something jumped into the plavground and hopped
up onto the top of the swings

It was Muggle-Wump the Monkey.

“Run!” Muggle-Wump shouted to the children. “All
of you run, run, run! That's not a seesaw' It's the
Enormous Crocodile and he wants to eat you up!”




He cursed the Monkev and waddled back into the
bushes to hide.

“I am gelting hungrier and hungrier!” he said, "1
shall have to eat at least four children now before 1
am full up'”

The Enormous Crocodile crept around the edge of
the town, taking great care not 1o be seen.

He came to a place where they were getting ready
to have a fair. There were slides and swings and
dodgem-cars and people selling popeorn and cotton
candy There was also a big merry-go-round.

The merry-go-round had marvelous wooden crea-
tures for the children to ride on. There were white
horses and lions and tigers and mermaids with fish
tails and fearsome dragons with red tongues sticking
out of their mouths.

“Now for Clever Trick Number Three,” said the
Enormous Crocodile, licking his lips

Do MOM think he is clever

The children screamed and ran for their liv.es.
Muggle-Wump disappeared back into the angle.
and the Enormous Crocodile was left all alone in the

playground.




For lunch T am
going to eat a
nice, juicy little
child.

I have secret
=* plans and clever
= tricks.
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Can you persuade the Enormous Crocodile
to be a better, kinder crocodile?



What don't MO M want him to do” What could he do instead?
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Dear Mr Crocodile,

| have heard that N oM hawve been uﬁinq MO Aecrek

plans and clenver tricks to tn& and eat a juiﬁkj litthe
child. How diﬁqu,&tinq that is! You should he
ashamed .UF Hﬂurﬁflp. [ think Mou muslk Find
ﬁﬂmfthiﬂq nicer and kinder to do. When MOM tnj and
trick the children, I think it is Mery meadn. Do Mou
hanve any idea how LEJ’J’.E.FH.E.H.(} it must be Fﬂf all .UF
the posr, dfp,en;:,el,e;s,& children” IF MOM MWere more
Fri,en.dhi 1o them, then I am sure th,exi womkd like MOM
more. Rather than tn& to eat them, mhx& dont Mou tn&

to bhe their Fnlfn.d instead. Wouldn't MOM be J’IﬂPPiEJ"
iF NOM had real Frifn.d,as?



When N OM Pfftfn.df.d to he a H:u:kirua horse, 1 thﬂuqht
that was _EJSP_E_CJ-L_GL[H mean because this should he a ;SHF.E
Plﬂ;:f Fﬂr children. I'm not ,asurpri;s,ed that none IJF MOMY
Frifnd,as like MOAL th} don't MOM inj _Eﬂiin_tﬂ a j,ui_-‘.:kj.
delicions steak or a AMg Al aweet treat rather than a

diﬁquﬁtin:ﬂ J'J_Unlj child. I'm sure MOoM will like it more.

| know Mou think MOM are J’.Eﬂllkj clenver but M OALY Plﬂn,ﬁ
kEEP Fﬂilinq. Chﬂan MOALY Plﬂn.& to he a nicer
crocodile. Don't hurt Pfﬂplf ANnMMOre and then eN eIy one
will like M OAL Make a Lhﬂﬂ.ﬁ}f and Nou will have Fri.en.d.ﬁ.
H.omw A.U_Un_d_EJ’Ful that will he!

Please take my adwvice.

FJ"L‘IJ’T‘[
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