‘No, Father, no,
Don’t stamp on me!
No, Father, no,
Don’t stamp on mel -
.. No, Father, no, -
Don’t stamp on me!
- For my stepmother has buried me alive . .~ .

> At.:once Queen Melissa felt nervous. Prince Wilmot,
who had heard the singing once before, fetched a shovel

and quickly began to dig up the dirt by the pepper bush.

There she was, Princess Louisa, alive and Wf;il!

o iFather, Melissa buried me alivel” Princess Louisa cried.
“oAnd the wicked witch, Melissa, ran as fast as she could

' awvy from the paiace and was never seen agam e

Compere Lapm cmd the Good Sense

Thzs sfory is based ona folk mfe ﬁ'om

ground. Well, so T have heard.

St Lucia and the Commonwealth of Dominica He '

\ Tow, good sense is é’omething friost pe'ople don’t have
N enough of: Good sense tells youtocarryan umbrelta”
with'you when the clouds look grey, or tells you to. look
left and right to be safe:when you're crossmg aroad; or to-
eat all your greensin order to stay healthy It has been said - - |
that there was a time when good serise grew o1 trees They = .
~say you cculd even find i itina flower or a bush; or stuffed.
(ina corner or behind 2 wall or Just 51tt1ng there on the SERLRI

The trouble with good sénse was that it ‘wasn't’ easﬂy: -
_vzszbie It dld have a blue hue, -thch you Cmﬂd see

| .. g _..::



shimmering if you squinted but, because it was so difficalt
to spot, some folks could not get their hands on it easily.

The animals in the forest would compete on a special
day every year called Good: Sense Day to see who could
find and collect the most ‘good sense, and the winner
would get a trophy for his or fer efforts.

Now Compére Lapiri_i_ifa_'s"a- troublesome rabbit, always
trying to get more than his fair share of anything he could
get his hands on. When Good Sense Day arrived that year,
Compére Lapin woke up with a firie plan. Not only did

Lo he want to collect the most good sense; ‘Compére Lapin
~ - wantedto have all of the good sense for himself! The thing
. was, Compére Lapin didn’t want to collect the good sense

“himself. He wanted to relax while everyone else collected
the good sense for him.... e -
So on the day of the annual

forest trying to collect as much good sense as.they could.

" While they all scurried around, he did nothing but relax”
. in'the sun. The rest of'the_-animﬁls'WEfe not ih_l‘pr'es'séd-.:-. CEN
. “That rascal Compére Lapin: thinks he caf get away

Wit_h.- doing nothing: whilst we "dq a‘u_'_: the-_' Workl."- said
- Compere Dogs i T R

sensel” clucked Compare Cockerel. 70

. Well, he'd better not think-.hé;s'gétt'iﬁg any of m}r good )

0 *Or mine; said Compére Goat. sl

i . When all thé animals had ;oliecfedﬁs muéh gOO& sense

40 SUTNAE

SN competition Compere
. Lapin watched as all the:i-'animalé;;:'Scurriéd-'around the-

Wait! There’s a problem!” 0

curious, though, to hear what he Had to say. -~

accidents.”

being caused by the lack of storagé for good sense. But no-

Cideas

- one place and have someone look after it - 0

all tﬁ'e otheranimals agreed.” -~ i

. Lapin; ‘and T'll Iqok_ after it all for you. -

_. _fThe problem,’ said Compére Lapin, ‘is storage, Every .
-~ yedr we collect all this' good sense ‘and we have piles
and piles of it, but nowhere to put it! When alt that good
sense is left hanging around, it could cause all sorts of

as they could carry;, Compére Owl did his best to'count up
to see who had the biggest pile. It was announced that -
Compere Duck was this year’s winner-and, as Comnipére
Owl presented him with the Good Sense trophy, Compére

Lapin took the opportunity to step forward and say; ‘Wait!. - L

. No one was really surpfised-itorsée ‘C_c.)mpér'e Lapm .s.t.ép o B
forward; as they knew he was-up to something. They were o

The other animals. could: HOt*réc'eill.-.anjr- 'aﬁci'dérjts R

one wanted to be thought uncaring, so they all agreed
- that finding some storage for the good sense was a great SO

“‘Well," said Compeére Lap_in,..‘I.éuggéét_iiivé_:p.ﬁt 1t a'l.i- m :_' S
" o ieat sid Compte Tutle, Compere Frogand
. YJust give me all your piles of good éeﬁs’é;-éﬁi&'éémééréf SR

L _'é.We;lI,' the énim_als" "I/S’I'ETéH"tﬁ"Sur'e*about- that!. 'C'oi.npér'é-' - :
~ Lapin wasn't very trustworthy and they were reluctant to- s




hand over all the good sense they had collected just like
that.-

“How do we know you won't steal it from us?’ Compere
Frog croaked., :

Compere Lapm was taken aback Im not a thlef he

said angrily. ‘But just to prove that T have no interest in

youl good sense, I will give everyone a receipt.”

 The animals talked amongst themselves. and agreed
that getting a receipt from Compére Lapin was a good
idea. At least they would know which good sense belonged
to-whom. So all the animals gave the good sense that they

" had collected to Compére Lapin, and Compere Lapin gave.
~ each of them a receipt. It seerned like a perfect'plan-and:

everyone was happy — but especially Compére Lapin, who'
- Had no intention of giving any of the ammals back their -

* good sense; receipt or no receipt! -

o Now all the: good sense belonged to him! =

“Once Comipére Lapm had everyones good sense and.-:-
: aH the ammals had gone Home, he poured itallintoa big- -
- drom cookmg pot. He decided he would hang the pot at the"_ L
topofa big tree in the centre of the forest; far out of the
“reach of the other animals: He Taughed at. how: foohsh: T
they had been; handing over ‘their good:sense’ for him to
take care of. Well, he was gomg to take care of it aﬂ rlghtf- :

- Comipére Lapin dragged the blg iron cookmg pot to the: : '_3':
i 'tree at the centre’ of the forest. But as. he tried to'climb the
s tree,” pot m -hand,_ ke found the pot was: “far too big: -

Compére Lapin didn’t listen to the good sense'telﬁnghim :
that it wasn’t a good idea to be climbing so high with a big
pot, and it wasn’t loﬁ'g' before ‘he lost his balance and |
dropped the pot. All of the good sense that had been
collected scattered all around the forest. - '
Compére Lapin was vexed. He hopped around angrlly,
moaning about how he had lost all the good sense he had.
tricked the others into handmg over.. S
When the animals in the forest each came to Compére )
Lapin brmgmg their receipts and asking for their portion
of good sense, Compére Lapin told them he had tried to- |
keep hold of the good sense for them but, déspite his |
efforts, it had dec1ded to-flee from him; so they would
have to wait until next Good Sensé Day to get some more. .
The animals were niot happy and vowed they would never |
let Compere Lapm trick them agam L B




