Compere Lapm Looks for Wzsdom

Thts story is based on @ folk tale from
St Lucm cmd the Commonwealth of Dommzca

\ Tie day Compere Lapm went to see God and sa1d

- ‘No one can be wme 111<e me, sazd God

. “That’s just not fair!” said. Compere Lapin_ Kegping aH;_'-___' :
B that wisdom for yourself is just GREEDY" : SR
CWell, God thought about what Compere TLapin: sa1d .

b  : God liked to be fair and he certamiy wasn't greec}.y

“Very weH God said. If yoq can pass some tests then I.' :.
| Wﬂl gwe you some wmdom” o : s :

A_J You're the wisest of them all' Ifonlylcouldbewzse L
Clikeyoul oo RASCRA Moy

Compere Lapm was 1ntr1gued What are. these tests?”
he asked. R R IR S R
“There are three 1mpossﬂ)le tasks, sald God If you cani
do these three tasks, T will " give you some wisdom. First,
bring me the scales of the greatest, biggest sea fish, Second, -
bring me milk from a wild cow. Third, bring me two teeth -
from the mouth of a living crocodile.” S
Now, Compére Lapin: wasn’t one to be beaten and -
although the tasks that God: had set him seemed to bc'- :
impossible, he was ready to take on the challenge. B
- Very well,” said Compére Lapin. T will brmg you: the -

the mouth of a living crocodﬂe s
- Compére Lapin had no idea, how he was g(nng to get -~

_ thmk upaplan. -

. Compére Lapin hked to p}a,y h1s drum when he had a
o 'problem Tapping a rhythm on: his drum always helped. -
him to relax. His chlidren hked to Ilsten to him play too;

drum his chzldren danced o
: Suddenly an idea came to h1m Compére Lapm ranout

‘to the edge of the sed. Once there; He began to pIay hIS . :_ L
_ 'drum, makmg rhythms that called all the ﬁsh in the sea-___ T

scales of the greatest; biggest sea fish, and I will brinig.y you: o
milk from a wild cow, and T will brmg you two teeth from .

those thmgs and’ brmg them to God He went home to

s they liked to. dance So: as Compére Lapm played h1s_'_'-.:_ -

- of his house; still carrylng his drum, and rar all the way.




to come up and dance. At firstlittle fish appeared, popping
their heads out of the watet one by one. They came out of
the water and danced all around Compere Lapin, but he
was far from satisfied.

“This music is for the great bLg sea ﬁsh said Compere
Lapin. ‘Surely there are bigger fish than you in the sea?’

‘Play louder!” said- the little fish. “The bigger fish are
lower dowt i inthe sea so they cannothear you!’

- So Compére Lapin played his drum even louder and
more Ihythmlcaliy than before: Larger fish popped their
heads but of the water and then they too came out of the
vater: and danced:all around him. But stﬂi Compére
Lapin wasn't satisfied. - R

“This music is for the great b1g sea ﬁsh said Compere

Lapm Surely there are bigger fish than'you in the sea?

And the greatest b1ggest ﬁsh of all came out of the wa‘ter o

* Whete is the greatest, biggest fish of all?”~ _ _
. “Play louder!” said the larger fish. “The great b1g ﬁsh is
- lower down in the sea'so he cannot hear you‘ .
o Se Compere Lapin played his drum even louder and .
" miére thythmically than: before. At last, the: greatest,

-  biggest  fish. of all: pOpped his: head “out: ‘of the water:
o Compere Lapm was overwhelimed by its’ great size:The
e greatest biggest fish of alt did not dance and he would not
) - come out of the water, He simply watched. - ERRE
| Compere Lapin called outto the greatest, b1ggest fishof

all ‘Gredt One, comeiand play the dtum while I dance!’

and played Compére Lapin’s drum while he danced: After
a while Compeére Lapin stopped dancmg and said, ‘Now I
will play the drum while you dance!”. : |

And so Compére Lapin played the drum whﬁe the
greatest, biggest. fish of them all danced. Then Compérek
Lapin said, Tam tired. I willlie down and take a rest while
you watch over.me, and Compére Lapin lay down and .
rested and the greatest, biggest fish of all watched over: =
him. After a while Compere Lapin said; ‘Now you restand
lie down and. I will watch over you And: the greatest, -
biggest fish'of all lay down. = SR

As soon as he did so, Compere Lapm knocked F
unconscious the greatest; biggest fish of them all; and |
removed his scales: Compére Lapin took the scales and e
presented them to God. - R R

- ‘Fine,” said God: “You have two more tasks Now go mto -
the woods and bnng me mllk from a Wlid cow.” |

' Compere Lapm had 11, Idea how he was gomg to get mﬂk o

_fromawﬂdcow ' Ve e

- ‘Buthe went hoie and picked up a smaﬂ gourd to carry B

the milk, and set off to the woods: He wandered around;

* trying tothink of a way to'get the milk until he stumbled o

on a large softwood tree and suddeniy had:an 1dea

8 Compére Lapin climbed to the top of the tree and, once. -

5} at'the top; ke began to call for a wild cow. Wﬂd cow! Wlid '
cow! Come and get me if you can, wﬂd cow!’ -




Everyone in the forest knew that wild cows were not to
be messed with. o _— L

“Who is calling me in such a disrespectful way?’ called
awild cow. _ AT

~It’s me, Compére Lapin, you weak, pathetic wild cow!’
- The wild cow followed the sound of Compére Lapin’s
voice and charged into the centre of the forest. She looked
for Compére Lapin but couldn’t see him anywhere. -

~‘Where are you? I can’t see you!” she said.. -

- "Pm up here int this tree!” said Compére Lapir. -

© . “You had better come down here so I can mash you up!

g Saidthewﬂdcowq_ _ e N SRR
~‘Mash me up?’ laughed Compére Lapin. ‘T've heard that
you've lost all your strength and you couldn’t even hurta

tiny little fly!”

- ‘That’s a lie!” said the wild cow: Tam the strongest

beast in the woods!” ..

. ~ You are so weak!” laughed C.ompé'rs Lapin from hi.s_ _
.- great height in the tree. ‘You couldn’t even knock th}s tree-

e -_.‘Oh‘yésféanﬁ" said th'e-._Wild_coWQ T A

-7 Let me seé you do it then,” goaded Compere Lapii.
- The wild cow ¢couldn’t wait to :show Compeére Lapin '.
. that she could kiiock down. the tree, She put her head -
U down and charged, horns first. But; because the bark of -
the &ée’-was soft; her horns went deep into the trunk "ax’;d .

D stuck fast B SR

- 343_.f

T'm stuck!” she said. ‘My horns are stuck in the treg!’

‘Are you sure?’ asked Compere Lapin, T

“Yes, I'm certain, said the wild cow, trying to move her
head. I ST St L

Well, if you're sure then I’ll cdme'deh," said Cérn'péfé- _

Lapin.: =

When Compére La'pfn.- got 'c'lov'\rn.from' the top of thé'_. o

tree, he took the milk from the wild cow When his small’

gourd was full of milk he presented it to God. - 1.

‘Fine," said God, You now have only one more task t’d-_-
complete. But this task is' truly impossible. There is no-

Wway you can bring me two teeth from the mouth of 2 *

living crocodile!”: -+ - - B

Compere Lapin had no idea hgw he was going td.'.(:o'mplétle'. S

this third and final task, but he knew if hé did then God S
would give him wisdom: He nieeded to find a way to'get -

the two teeth from a living crocodile, "~

- He 'went home ' to think and ‘while he was Bzithin'g S o

| Comipere Lapin had a brilliant idea. He asked his wife to
* bring him all the soap in thé house and'then whenshe had ’

done this he marched over tod trail that he kiesy Compere =

' Crocodile used on the hill that led to the river. Compere -
* Lapin spread soap on the trail from Com’?ér'e_-Cio'codil'é’s:: T
 hotise at the top of the hill 4l the way to-:th:é:."bét{om;o'f gy
the hill, and at the bottom of the hil] he placed a large
- rock. Then he called out: ‘Compére Crocodile! Compere SR

..149.'.";..




Crocodile! Come quickly! At the bottom of the trail there
is a dead rabbit to eat!” And then he lay down near the
rock and pretended to be dead.

Just as he had expected, Compere Crocodﬂe came out
of his house. and saw Compére Lapin lying down at the
hottor of the hill. He immediately started down the hill
to eat Compére Lapin but as he did so he began to slip on

the soap. He slipped faster and faster until he crashed into.

the large rock. When his big jaw hit the rock two teeth
were knocked out and Compére Lapin jumped up and

catight the teeth. He brought them to God and God was |

amazed, »

You brought me. the scaies from the greatest bzggest
sea fish; milk from a wild cow, and two teeth from the
mouth of a living crocodile!” said God.

- “That’s right, said Compére Lapin. T brought you the
three impossible thmgs you asked for and you pr0m1sed
me wisdom in return’ . :

- God pondered on'what Compere Lapm had sa1d

i required great wisdom for you to get these three' :
- 1mp0551ble things, said God. You aiready have wisdom!”"
- - Compere Lapin though’c about what God had said. It
" \was true: while he hiad been looking for wisdom, he hadnt .

- realized that he had used wisdom to complete the three

1mposs1ble tasks: and had what he was: lookmg f01 aH

'-_'along‘ iz

The szrzt of the Rock

Thts stof'y is based ona Carzb legend from the
i Commonwealth of Dominica- 0

Longs' long ago"th'efe lived 2 Carib woman 'c.aﬂie& =
Martha. Martha’s husband, Joe, was a cruel, hon ﬁﬂe -
man-and he treated Martha badly... |

‘Every morning when the cock: crowed, Joe would shout' 5

~atthe top of his vmce, Marthaf Marthaf Wake up ané do o |
. your chorest . L
- Martha wouid Wake up and shout back Stop ordermg o
me about! Fam tiot your servant; I am your wifel” S
_ ‘And Joe would laugh and shake his head “That’s nght, Ei
| you are my wife and 1 am your husband SO you must do |

as] Say’"




